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Minister’s Musings
We began with a Big Cardboard box - telling a story and passing around objects for the students to touch, hold
and pass along as the story went on. There was the suspense and joy in not knowing what was in the box and
trying to figure out what was coming next - plus, anything could be in that big cardboard box! The story of the
people of Israel crossing the Jordan ended with this command from Joshua, “From right here, the middle of the
Jordan where the feet of the priests are standing firm, take twelve stones. Each of you, lift up a stone and carry
it across with you. Don’t set it down until we get to the place where we’ll camp tonight. These stones will be a
way to remember this day–to mark this occasion…When your children ask you, ‘What do these stones mean to
you?’ you’ll say, ‘The flow of the Jordan was stopped in front of the Ark of the Covenant as it crossed the
Jordan–and we were able to cross the river. Just as the Lord our God dried up the waters of the Red Sea until
we crossed over, the Lord our God dried up the waters of the Jordan until we crossed over. These stones
remind us that God is faithful.” (Selections from Joshua 3 and 4, adapted from The Message).
As a group of six gathered together around a table to figure out what it means when we celebrate communion
each month, they were reminded of the story of Jesus. We read the story from the Upper Room and discussed
what was happening when Jesus invited the disciples, the very first time, to break bread and drink wine, to
remember his life - his body, broken for them and his blood poured out for the forgiveness of sins.
We talked about how this supper is a sacrament - something that the church celebrates together - and acts as
a means of imparting grace. And then, there was a question, “Pastor, can we eat the bread?” (I had placed four
pieces of bread on a plate - along with some strawberry lemonade, because that’s all I could find in a short
period of time)... “Of course,” I replied, “that’s what it’s there for!” A delighted squeal rose up from among them
- and they quickly passed the plate around the table, polishing off the four pieces quickly.
They each went home with a stone from the St. John’s area to
remember the night and hopefully, in years to come, as they break
bread or take communion, their minds will fill with memories of time
with friends and family members, around a table in a church in Red
Hook, learning about communion - re-membering ourselves
together as the body of Christ by reminding ourselves of this grace
that is available to us.
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FATIH AND EDUCATION
WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY
Everyone is invited to join in the Tuesday morning Bible Study. It meets at 10:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
Bible study is based on the Revised Common Lectionary which is available on the Church website as well as
online. If you would like a paper copy, please see Desiree Albizu.
---------------------------------------------------------CHILDREN'S MINISTRIES
We have purchased the DWELL Flex curriculum for the Children's Program. It is available
online making it more accessible to all instructors.
Those children who would like to participate in the Lord's table will be receiving instruction
from Pastor Alisha on Wednesday, October 19 at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Ten
children were invited to attend.
There will be a Used Toy Sales at the Christmas Bazaar to benefit the Children's Program.
Toys may be dropped off in the middle room downstairs off the Assembly Hall until
Thursday, November 17. Toys and books that are clean and in good shape are being accepted. Help will be
needed to set out the toys on Friday, November 18. Please contact Desiree Albizu if you can help.
Please note Desiree’s new email address: desireeralbizu@gmail.com
---------------------------------------------------------BOOK CLUB
Desiree Albizu led and has completed the four-week course Worry: The Joy Stealer.
The Book Club will meet October 24 at 1 p.m. to discuss The Personal Librarian by Marie
Benedict and Victoria Christopher Murray. November's selection will be The Star-Crossed
Sisters of Tuscany by Josephine Cosnowski. The tentative date is November 21 at 1 p.m.
----------------------------------------------------------
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SCUDDER CIRCLE NEWS
A group of 18 ladies attended the recent Scudder Meeting on October 6th
to hear a presentation by Sarah K. Hermans on her first book, the 1903
Jackson Corners Signature Quilt. She brought along the quilt for all to
enjoy and shared so many delightful human interest stories from 1903 and
the turn of the century. Anyone with an interest in this should definitely
consider reading the book and also check out her blog at
jc.44parkave.com for additional photos and information. It was agreed to
contribute the offering from the meeting ($182) to our church food pantry
through the Deacon’s Fund.
The next meeting will be on Thursday, November 3rd at 1:00 pm. Pastor
Bob Gram, our interim pastor during Pastor Eric’s time in the hospital, will
talk to us about the novel he is writing, What Shall They Remember?. He
will touch on some of the themes and read the opening chapter. He will
also bring copies of two short stories which won national awards for the
Church Herald some years ago
Would anyone like a free copy of Christ and Covid-19? Pastor Bob would like to give away the remaining
books he has. If you will not be at our meeting speak to a member of Scudder Circle and we will request it for
you.
The December meeting will be a holiday luncheon meeting on Friday, December 9th at noon at Savona’s
Restaurant in Red Hook. There will be a sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall if you would like to enjoy this
festive time of food and fellowship.
During the month of November the Scudder Circle is requesting donations of NEW underwear, both genders,
child, teen and adult sizes. We refer to this campaign as “Undie Sundays”. The underwear will be distributed
to those in need in Haiti. If you would like to contribute monetarily to this mission please mark any
contributions for Scudder/Haiti and we will include them with funds that are used to purchase food and
additional needed supplies for these people.
As of the writing of this article, plans are underway for the return of our Christmas Bazaar. Please be alert for
signup sheets for the ways that you can contribute to the success of this event.
Rada Cutlery Fundraiser sales continue via St John’s website. You may click on the Rada graphic on the
website to access the items available for purchase. Check out the Rada website to see what you may find for
your own kitchen or perhaps to begin your holiday shopping for friends and family. Thank you for your support.
Scudder Circle supports missions via members’ offerings and donations. We also raise funds with our soup
sales during the winter months (beginning in January). The group supports each Mission of the Month and our
Church missionaries at Christmastime as well as other missions throughout the year. Offerings or donations
can be dropped off or mailed into the church office or be made via Givelify online at any time. Please label
them for Scudder Circle.
Scudder Circle is open to all women associated with St Johns Reformed Church.
----------------------------------------------------------
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Missions & Outreach
Winter Coat & Boot Drive 2022!
Winter is coming and so is the need for warm outer wear. Two of the most requested items for our annual
Christmas Presents are coats and boots, so our Mission & Outreach committee has decided to hold a Winter
Coat and Boot drive during the months of October and November.
We ask that gently used winter coats, jackets, parkas, snowsuits and snow boots of all sizes be dropped off in
the collection boxes located in the education wing and in the fellowship hall. These in turn will be cleaned as
needed and gifted to any in need. Of course, new items are also welcome, but it is great to reuse as well.
Thank you!
----------------------------------------------------------

CONSISTORY NOTES
OCTOBER 20, 2022
Present: Rev. Alisha Riempa
Elders: Desiree Albizu, Glenn Countryman, Wendy Walrath (on Zoom) Deacons: Eileen Wambach, Absent:
Gian Stagnaro, Colleen Grover, Laurie DeCiutiis, Pete Fenaroli,
Pastor Alisha opened the meeting with prayer, a devotion based on Psalm 104, and how it echos the story of
creation in Genesis.
A motion was made to accept the agenda and the draft minutes from 10-20-2022, with the following
addictions and corrections. In reference to discussing the Prayer of Confession from the Season of
Creation, two individuals from the congregation expressed opposition to the contents. At the September
meeting, most of the Consistory members reflected positively and felt it was a good reminder for all of us to be
better stewards of God’s creation. However, negative comments were stated, and a discussion of their
reasons took place.
Pastoral Report: A motion was made to accept Pastor Alisha’s report without questions.
Financial review: The balance sheet, profit and loss, for September were received without question. Some
member received August’s Monthly review instead of September’s. Glenn was able to explain and clarify
September’s expenses. A motion to accept all reports was made and approved.
Committee Reports:
Faith and Education:
Desiree reminded all that we are invited to Bible Study, on Tuesdays, at 10:15 am in the FH. It’s based on the
Revised Common Lectionary. The DWELL Flex curriculum for the Children's Program has been purchased
and is available online. Six children attended instruction on the Lord’s table. Used Toy Sales will be at the
Christmas Bazaar to benefit the Children's Program. The four-week course Worry: The Joy Stealer has been
completed. November's selection will be The Star-Crossed Sisters of Tuscany by Josephine Cosnowski. The
tentative date is November 21 at 1 p.m.
Finance- Glenn reviewed the financial report highlighting a few items. The 2023 draft budget has been
prepared including COLA. An article explaining COLA will be included in the November Kerk.
Mission and Outreach:
$180.00 was donated to September’s Mission of the month, Capital City Rescue Mission. November and
December’s mission of the month is the purchase and distribution of Christmas gifts for a food pantry families.
The next prayer meeting will be Tuesday November 1st at 7pm in the sanctuary. led by James Walrath. Please
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contact James if you have any personal concerns and we will pray for them. There isn’t a meeting in
November.
Property: Glenn reported that Wayne and he are in the process of setting up the parsonage security. The
kitchen stove/hood/fire suppression system has been completed at a projected cost of $15,780. (Donations are
still welcome and appreciated). Glenn stated that there was an increase due to an added bill for electrical work.
$5,000 has been designated as a gift to pay for the stove, another donation is expected. The Endowment Fund
will be used to pay the remaining balance, $10,780. A work day is planned for November 19.
Worship: Pete stated that attendance has been better. There will be a contemporary service on Nov. 27th.
Jane will be away that Sunday. Music ministry is looking to hire a choir leader/pianist and a bass singer for
Advent and Christmas services. Offering amounts have increased with passing of the plate. The offering will be
collected in the service as well as a plate on the table in the fellowship hall. Technology continues to be
improved and addressed.

A motion was made, reports were approved.
Working recommendations and special reports:
Budget Review:
The draft of the 2023 Budget was presented as is. A motion was made and the budget was approved. It was
noted that there are several items at inflated rate due to the economy. A mailing will be sent to all congregants
and adherents during the first week of November including 1). 2023 Budget – to be reviewed at the 11/13 Q&A
Meeting, with an affirmation vote during the 11/20 Congregational Meeting. 2). 2022 Pledge Card – to be
presented 11/21 3). Stewardship letter.
Working recommendations are as follows:
FCR#1: Finance recommends that Jackie Fenaroli be removed as a check signer for the General Fund
Account of Rhinebeck Bank.

FCR #2: Finance recommends that the undirected gift of $13,000 be directed into the following: $2400
to existing CD#0155, $600 to the Deacon’s Fund and $10,000 general fund.
WCR#1: Worship Committee would like to hire a bass singer and a choir director/pianist for Advent
and Christmas Eve with a budget of up to $4000.
A quorum could not be established due to low attendance at the meeting. However, a motion to send the three
recommendations to Consistory members for a email vote was made and approved. Results will be attached
to the minutes.
Nominations Committee: Clerk, VP, outgoing Elder and outgoing Deacon.
Terms expiring: Colleen Grover-Elder of Education, Laurie DeCiutiis, Deacon of
Mission & Outreach
(filling Kate Peterson’s term) The ballots were in the bulletin for three weeks. A meeting with the nomination
committee is being planned for this weekend in order to make recommendations to Consistory at the
November meeting. If needed, a motion was approved to vote on the nominees by email.
A motion was made and approved to adjourn the meeting after prayer.
Closing Prayer was provided by Wendy.
The next regular meeting is November 17, 2022
Respectfully submitted,
Kristi Colburn,
Clerk of Consistory
---------------------------------------------------------5

to Stephanie Bayer and Matthew Boone upon their marriage on Saturday October 22 in New Paltz.
Stephanie is the daughter of Mary Bayer and her late husband Stephen.
Also married on October 22 were Gianna Fenaroli and Brandon Locke in Washington, D.C. Gianna is the
daughter of Pete &
Jackie Fenaroli.

Congratulations to Benjamin and Hannah
Abrahams on the birth of their daughter Amelia Rose on October 17. Amelia is the grand-daughter of Todd
and Marion
Abrahams and great grand-daughter of
Alice Colburn.
----------------------------------------------------------

to Mary Bayer for helping to get Kristi on time by replacing the battery in the clock that was behind
her reach.
to all of the Administrator’s helpers that assist with the function of the church office. Much is
appreciated!
To all who do God’s work to enhance the worship and fellowship experiences at St. John’s Reformed
Church.
----------------------------------------------------------
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To the Deacon of Fellowship Gian Stagnaro and his many helpers in the kitchen-Mary Hennessy,
Laurie DeCuitiis, Deb MacConel, and Kayla Bell, for the weekly delicious refreshments, hospitality,
and fun during coffee hour. Your hard work is appreciated by many.
Jane Bier
Dear St. John’s Family,
Last Thursday, Glenn very kindly set up the tables and chairs four our Old Dutch Village Garden Club meeting.
It was very kind of him. Please THANK him for us.
Linda, Diana and Nola
---------------------------------------------------------Deadline for the December Kerk is November
10.
Personal ads of no more than 3 lines will be
accepted for $1 per issue. Business ads in the
form of a business card to be photocopied will
cost $5 per issue.

Retired contractor available for small jobs.
Carpentry, electric, plumbing, consulting.
Dan 845-464-4953

------------------------------------------------------If you would like to receive the Kerk by e-mail (a little more reliably on time than the paper version being mailed
to your home) e-mail the church and let us know; office@stjohnsreformed.org.
----------------------------------------------------------

.

THE CHRISTMAS BAZAAR IS BACK
After a two-year break due to COVID, the Christmas Bazaar is back at St. John's. Come to shop and/or join in
the fun. The Bazaar will run 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Arts & Crafts ladies will have Christmas decorations and gifts. Scudder Circle will have its gently used Jewelry
Sale to benefit our missionaries. The Sunday School will be holding its Used Toy Sale to support the children's
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new DWELL digital program. Peta Bartles and her crew will be providing lunch once again, with or without
Santa. We are seeking a jolly old elf for the position. There is also a sign-up sheet for items we could use for
the lunch. Perhaps you could donate soup, a pie, or even a case of water to help. Elizabeth Kenny will be back
with her colorful paper stars and more. There may be even more additions.
Children's books and clean toys in good condition are being gathered in the middle room downstairs off the
Assembly Hall until Thursday, November 17. Helpers are needed to set the toys up on Friday, November 18
in the morning.
Please let Desiree Albizu know if you can help.

----------------------------------------------------------

St. John’s Reformed Church

FINANCIAL REPORT

September 2022
Income
Expenses

$ 8,564.15
$ 16,480.02
--$7,915,87

Year To Date
January - December 2022
Income
Expenses

$ 163,552.13
$ 149,822.52
+ $13,729.61

Thank you to everyone who donated to Pakistan, the Mission of the Month: $180.00 was received in
donations.
Did you know:
Your returned pledge cards are the only feedback source that we have to predict next year’s income?
As in previous years, an important mailing (email or USPS by request) will be sent to all congregants
and adherents during the first week of November. It will include 3 items:
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1. 2023 Budget – to be reviewed at the 11/13 Q&A Meeting with an affirmation vote during the 11/20
Congregational Meeting
2. 2022 Pledge Card – to be presented 11/21
3. Stewardship letter
Only the 2023 Pledge card is being addressed here.
Returned pledge cards offer the only means of income prediction. St. John’s Congregation is good at a lot of
things, but we’re not very good at returning pledge cards. Most years only about ½ of the giving
members/adherents return completed cards, leaving income prediction to rely heavily on faith.
The card does not require your name, only the amount you wish to pledge for 2023. No one will keep
track of your giving; it’s an agreement between you and God. Only the amount of the annual gift is of interest
for financial planning in the coming year.
The challenge for the 2023 budget year is to have 90% of the pledge cards returned, either presented
at the 11/20 meeting or mailed to the office. It would add a welcome element of predictability for planning
programs and ministries for the coming year.
This is a “pre-thank you” for your
attention to this matter.
2023 C O L A = 8.7%
COLA = COST OF LIVING ADJUSTMENT
WHAT IS IT?
1. It’s usually associated with the annual adjustment to Social Security Benefits to counter inflation.
2. It’s determined from the CPI (Consumer Price Index) and represents the rate of inflation. It is calculated
from the 3rd quarter of one year to the 3rd quarter of the following year with the percentage change made
available in mid-October.
How does it impact our personal & church expenses?
During an inflationary period, the cost of all the goods and services we need increases. This is true in
our individual lives as well as in the church. On the income side we can only hope to receive a corresponding
increase to offset the higher prices. Social Security and many employers apply the annual adjustment, but that
isn’t the case for everyone. Therefore, inflation can be challenging for some households.
How does it impact pledging?
For pledging you can think of COLA as the percent adjustment needed to make a pledge for the new
budget equal to the purchasing power of your last year’s pledge.
Example: A 2022 gift of $100 would require 8.7% more ($108.70) to purchase the same goods &
services in 2023.
What’s the bottom line with inflation and pledging?
Inflation along with high energy costs will make 2023 challenging for everyone. If your situation allows
a pledge inflation adjustment of any amount, it will help meet rising costs for the church. If this isn’t possible for
you; it’s OK. Inflation hardships are not the same for everyone. As it has been for well over 200 years, St
John’s 2023 expenses will be satisfied by a congregation, giving as able, from the blessings they’ve received
from God.
Thank you for being part of the legacy.
Finance Committee
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Church Calendar

Election Day
Tuesday, November 8, 5 a.m.-10 p.m.,
in the Fellowship Hall

Sundays 10 a.m. in person and you can also join
live on Zoom.
You can continue to visit “St. John’s in Red
Hook” on YouTube for the Sunday service also!

Property Meeting
Tuesday, November 8, 7 p.m., Room 3

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88588306134?pwd=e
W92WFgzUXdjSEIwOG5KcFVBZGV6dz09

Old Dutch Village Garden Club
Thursday, November 10, 12:30 p.m.
in the Fellowship Hall

Meeting ID: 885 8830 6134
Passcode: 126126

Book Lover’s Club
Monday, November 10, 1 p.m. to discuss the book,
“The Star-crossed Sisters of Tuscany” by
Josephine Cosnowski, in the
Fellowship Hall

To phone in: Dial by your location
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
The bulletin for each service can be found on the
website: wwwstjohnsreformed.org. Click on the
dropdown box for worship.

2023 Budget–Question & Answer Meeting
Sunday, November 13, following the
10:00 a.m. Worship Service, in the Sanctuary

Children’s Ministry Program
Sundays at 10 a.m.

Boy Scout Youth Leader Meeting
Saturday, November 13, 7 p.m., in the Fellowship
Hall

Rev. Alisha Riepma
Tues., Wed., Fri. 845-758-1184
pastoralisha@stjohnsreformed.org

Elders meeting
Thursday, November 17, 7 p.m. room 3

Kristi Colburn, Administrator
Mon, Wed, Fri. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Thurs. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Consistory meeting
Thursday, November 17, 7:30 p.m., in the
Fellowship Hall

Michele Zagorski, Financial Consultant
Thurs. 9:30 - 11:30 a.m.
Every other Thursday

Boy Scout Leaders Meeting
Thursday, November 17, 7 pm, Room 4

Food Pantry Distribution
Mon. 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Wed. 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Christmas Bazaar
Saturday, November 19, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. in the
Education Wing

Bible Study
Tuesdays 10:15 a.m. in the fellowship hall

Property Clean-Up Day
Saturday, November 19, throughout the day

2023 Congregational Meeting
Sunday, November 20, following the
10:00 a.m. Worship Service, in the Sanctuary

EVENTS/MEETINGS:
Prayer and Meditation Service
Tuesday, November 1, 7 p.m., Sanctuary

Thanksgiving
Thursday, November 24, Office is closed.

Scudder Circle Meeting
Thursday, November 3, 1 p.m.,
in the Fellowship Hall
Finance Committee meeting
Monday, November 7, 7 p.m. on Zoom

Mission & Outreach Committee Meeting
No meeting in November
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