St. John’s Reformed Church
January 11, 2026
Epiphany: fear doesn’t stop us.
(Please join responsively by speaking aloud the bolded sections)

Pre-Prelude
Announcements and Hospitality

Our Approach to God

Prelude

Votum “The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament
proclaims his handiwork. Day to day pours forth speech,
and night to night declares knowledge.”

*Call to Worship

In the dark of morning,

the stars still shine.

In the depth of winter,

the birds still fly.

At the start of the year, tender and new,
God is here. God is near.
Do not rest in your fear.

God is here.

So like the stars and the birds,
Let us worship holy God.

*Hymn Songs of Thankfulness and Praise #104 v. 1-3

Call and Prayer of Confession

Ever-loving God, we long for Christmas to usher in a season of peace
and joy. However, we know that is not how the world works.

Even just a few weeks after Christmas, we find ourselves face to face
with fear once again.

So today we pray—forgive us when we allow fear to stop us in our
tracks. Forgive us when our own fear prevents us from following
your call. Forgive us when fear is louder than love. Show us how to
turn our fear into action. Show us how to live like the magi who
searched for you in a fearful world.

With hope we pray, amen.

Moment of Silence

Kyrie Eleison  “Lord have mercy upon us.
Christ have mercy upon us.

Lord have mercy upon us.”

Assurance of Pardon

Summary of the Law: Wait for the Lord and in the Word of the Lord
put your hope. Our souls wait for the Lord, more than those who
watch for the morning. There is no darkness with the Lord. O Israel,
hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love,
redemption and no darkness at all. -based on Psalm 130:5-7

May the Spirit guide us to be obedient to this Word. Amen.

*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.
Musical Meditation

The Word of God in Proclamation
Prayer of Illumination
Lesson from the Old Testament: Isaiah 60:1-5a, 19-21 (pp. 690-691)
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
*Lesson from the Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12, 16-18 (p. 2)
This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

*Hymn We've Seen God’s Face v.1-3 (Bulletin insert)

Sermon
Prayer for Blessing
Our Response to God’s Grace
* Affirmation of Faith:
We have seen the valley.
We have seen a sky without stars.
We have seen the longest night, and still we believe.
We believe in a with-us God.
We believe in the hope of tomorrow.
We believe that good news is louder than fear.
We believe this good news is for all people.

So even when our knees shake, even when our voice trembles,
even when fear is all around us, we will hold onto that good news.
We will reach for each other.

We will look for God in our midst.

We will sing songs of joy.

We will proclaim: Unto us, love is born.

We have seen the longest night, and we have seen unimaginable
love. So still, we believe. Amen.

*The Peace The peace of Christ be with you. And also, with you.



The Offering & Offertory

*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

*Prayer of Dedication (unison)

O God, from whom come all the good things we enjoy, we offer
our gifts as the Magi did who opened costly treasures before Jesus.
We give in response to your generosity, identifying with your pity
and compassion for victims of violence, poverty, and oppression.
May all who are in need experience the unsearchable riches of
Christ and the gift of the Holy Spirit even as their physical needs
are met. May we be coworkers with Christ, whose sacrifice bought
our redemption. Amen.

Invitation to Star Words

Prayers for the People of God
The Lord’s Prayer (use ‘trespasses’)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen
Prayer Response Threefold Amen ~ Amen, Amen, Amen

*Hymn As with Gladness Men of Old #105 v. 1-5

Benediction

*Congregational Amen “Go Now in Peace”
Go now in peace. Never be afraid.
God will go with us each hour of every day.
Go now in faith steadfast strong and true.
Know he will guide us in all we do.
Go now in love, and show we believe.
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there watching from above.
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.

*Postlude
*Indicates congregation to stand if able.
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